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Agriculture. The Cabinet reached the following
conclusions. They have a bearing on the
Problems of to-day, for they represent an

Cabinet          arrangement between producer and

consumer where the interests of both

are directly concerned.

(a)   The first step to be taken is to define the
respective spheres  of responsibility of the  Food
Controller  and  the   President   of the  Board   of
Agriculture and Fisheries.    Mr. Prothero and Lord
Devonport undertook to confer with a view to
framing an agreement on this subject, and to report
the results of their conference to the War Cabinet.

(b)  The principle of fixed prices for the 1917
harvest was approved.    The details were left for
agreement between the Food Controller and the
President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries,
who were invited, in the case of any difference of
opinion, to lay the matter before the War Cabinet.

(c)   If, after consultation, the Food Controller
and the President of the Board of Agriculture and
Fisheries  considered  it  desirable  to   extend  the
fixed price beyond the year 1917, the matter should
again be brought before the War Cabinet.

(d)   In  order  to   maintain   the  production   of
milk at a fixed price, it was decided to include in
the powers of the Food Controller authority over
the prices of feeding-stuffs.

(e)  The Food Controller and the President of
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries must be
empowered to incur the expenditure necessary for
stimulating agricultural production in this country.

Put briefly, these resolutions meant that neither